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D      ear Mesilla Residents:

Feliz Navidad, Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah, Happy Holidays to all of you 
and your families.  It has been a pleasure 
and an honor serving as your mayor and 
working with excellent staff, residents, 
volunteers and a dedicated board.
2016 has been a good year for the Town 
of Mesilla.  We are financially stable and 
we continue to look for additional 
funding sources to address the town's 
needs.  This past year the public works 
building was completed and we were able 
to secure funding for equipment for the 
fire department, promoting tourism, 
Clean and Beautiful, assessment 
management plan, update the 
comprehensive plan, replacement of aged 
water meters, road improvements for 
Calle de Santa Ana, installation of a sewer 
line on McDowell Road and connecting a 
water line on the west side of Mesilla.  All 
departments have done a fabulous job of 
searching and writing grants that have 
produced funding for the Town of 
Mesilla.  Please thank them for their 
commitment and dedication to the Town 
of Mesilla.Locating funding sources is 
getting difficult.  This coming legislative 
session we anticipate a very small amount 
(if any) of capital outlay money from our 
legislators.  The costs associated with 
infrastructure improvements and 
replacement have increased over the 
years. 

 We will continue  to search and 
submitting applications, unfortunately, 
some of these grants request a funding 
match from us, so we are limited on 
which grants we can apply for.
Our biggest concern is the aged water 
and sewer lines in the Town of Mesilla.  
It is extremely expensive to replace the 
water and sewer lines.  This past year we 
have had to repair a couple of water lines 
due to corroded pipes. We are in the 
process of repairing the culvert on Calle 
de Parian due to the corroded pipe under 
the road.  Repairing broken lines is 
expensive and we know it is only a 
temporary fix.  We are going to have to 
come up with a water and sewer line 
ongoing replacement plan to address the 
aged infrastructure for the Town of 
Mesilla. 
A special thank you to all volunteers.  Los 
Leones de Mesilla, DAV Chapter 38, Rio 
Grande Prep School and Arrowhead 
Early College students, students from the 
school district and local business owners 
have been extremely generous and 
helpful to the Town of Mesilla.  All have 
donated and volunteered towards events 
sponsored by the town .  Some examples:  
turkeys and all the fixings for 
Thanksgiving baskets, candy for Santa 
and Easter Bunny on the plaza for 
Mesilla Elementary students, luminarias 
and hot chocolate on Christmas Eve on 
the plaza, Christmas lunch for all town 

employees, fiestas, special events, etc. 
(the list goes on).  We have so much to be 
thankful for.  As I reflect on 2016 and 
think of the towns’  accomplishments, I 
can only be grateful , appreciative and 
proud  of Town of Mesilla’s staff, 
trustees, residents and business 
community.  
The town continues working with Mesilla 
businesses and Mesilla mercado to open 
the doors of communication.  We have 
budgeted additional funding towards 
promoting the Town of Mesilla.  To date 
we have seen about a 10% increase in our 
gross receipts tax (GRT).  In addition, the 
Special Programs coordinator has 
scheduled additional events.  This in turn 
brings additional traffic to the plaza to 
shop and dine in our local stores and 
restaurants. As the new year approaches, 
new goals are set to address the concerns 
and needs of our community.  
I continue to work honestly and tirelessly 
along with the Board of Trustees, 
business owners, constituents and staff 
to bring issues for discussion and to 
develop plans that address these needs 
and concerns.  I ask for your patience and 
support as we continue to work together 
to make our town a great place to live, to 
work and to raise our families.  Thank 
you for the opportunity to serve as your 
mayor.  Have a Happy, Safe and 
Prosperous New Year!!!!  

Sincerely,

A Message From Our Mayor



A GLANCE BACK AT FY 2015-2016 - The Town’s General Fund is comprised of various departments: finance, judicial,
marshal, fire, maintenance, executive/legislative, community programs, community center/plaza, and community 
development.  Each department is responsible for their own department’s budget.  The Enterprise Fund is comprised of the 
Town’s Water Services, Wastewater services and Solid Waste services.  Below are pie charts depicting the Town’s revenues 
and expenditures. In fiscal year 2015-2016, the General Fund revenues totaled $1,505,349.  We had a total of $1,492,296 
expenditures with a remainder of $13,053 for last fiscal year.  The Enterprise Fund continues to grow slowly.  We are being 
vigilant in what items we are expending these funds on and constantly looking for new ways to improve the quality of service 
we provide to our residents.  The Town’s Gross Receipts Taxes continue to increase.  At the end of June 2016, we were up 22% 
from the previous fiscal year.  We are seeing a trend of increasing tourism to the area with the added Town sponsored events 
from the Summer Music Series, the New Mexico Pecan Festival and the Halloween Carnival.

Town of Mesilla Finance Department

Nora L. Barraza, Mayor (ext. 106)
Cynthia Stohner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer (ext. 105) 
Gloria Maya, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer (ext. 115)

Pam Bateman, Accounts Payable/Utility 
Clerk Diane Archuleta, Utility Clerk Assistant

Town of Mesilla Administration & Finance Department (524-3262)

Greetings!  I am honored to be 
appointed as the new Town Marshal.  
I look forward to continuing in service 
to the citizens of the Town of Mesilla 
in my new role.  I am privileged to 
lead a fine group of professionals 
comprising the Marshal’s 
Department.  Your Marshal’s 
Department is committed to providing 
excellent customer service from a 
community oriented policing model.  
We stand ready to serve and assist 
you. Mesilla Marshal’s Department is 
undergoing a reorganization at 
present.  A detective position was 
created and is slated to be filled from 
within. This enhancement is moving 
forward without an expansion in the 
number of full-time deputies assigned.

The current authorized strength is a Town 
Marshal and six Deputy Marshals.  The 
investigator position will be assigned as 
Detective – School Resource Officer and will 
focus mainly on juvenile issues impacting the 
schools and the Town.  In addition to 
continuing the partnership with Las Cruces 
Public Schools, the position will also be 
trained to respond to major crime scenes and 
will maintain close ties with the area Juvenile 
Probation and Parole Officers. Mesilla is on 
track to take back its responsibility for felony 
crimes from our capable and close law 
enforcement partners at the Doña Ana 
County Sheriff’s Department Criminal 
Investigation Division.  Mesilla deputies will 
continue work with the sheriff’s office on 
calls requiring a detective; but, will assume 
the lead in these matters. This will increase

expertise within our agency and 
augment the level of responsiveness 
provided by our staff. Also, please be 
aware that there is traditionally an 
increase in burglaries and thefts around 
the holidays.  Please be observant of 
your surroundings and that of your 
neighbors.  Please call in suspicious 
individuals, vehicles or circumstances. 
Most holiday crime happens during the 
day when you’re away or appear to be 
away. Be sure to make your home appear 
to be occupied.  Consider using a timer 
for interior and exterior lights.  Make 
sure newspapers aren’t piling up, as they 
may signal that you’re away.  If you’d 
like our office to stop by your home 
when you’re on vacation, please let us 
know.  We want to help! 

K.C. Alberg, Marshal
Ben Azcarate, Deputy Marshal
Diana Mejia, Deputy Marshal
Manny Cortez, SRO Deputy II

Town of Mesilla Marshal’s Department (526-4138)

Town of Mesilla Marshal’s Department

Enrique Salas, Lieutenant
Lance Shapen, Sergeant
Edward Masdson, Deputy Marshal



Wow, the Holidays are here

again…
it seems like we only just got done 
putting the decorations and wrapping 
paper away from last year. Yet, a 
whole year has gone by. Now it is time 
to bring out the decorations again, 
and prepare for our friends and 
relatives to arrive to help celebrate 
and share the festivities. Some things 
never change…there is so much to be 
done.
When preparing for visitors and 
guests during the Holidays, there are 
many things to consider to guarantee 
that they enjoy their visit to our Town 
while ensuring their comfort and 
well-being. This is especially 
important if you are operating a 
business that relies on these folks to 
spend some time (and money) in your 
shop. Some things that you may 
consider are: 

be running at large or unleashed on any street, alley, sidewalk, vacant lot, public 
property or nonenclosed space on private property not that of the owner of the animal.

B. Animals running at large declared nuisance and Menace to Public Health and 
Safety. Any animal found running at large and declared a nuisance and Menace to 
Public Health and safety, and, if observed by animal control officer shall be taken up 
and impounded. 

C. It is unlawful for any person to chain or stake any animal or any unenclosed 
premises in such a manner that such animal may go beyond the property line. (Ord. 
2007-10)

Town of Mesilla Community Development Department

Town of Mesilla Community Development Department (524-3262) 
Larry Shannon, Community Development Coordinator (Ext. 104)

One of the changes that has taken 
place within the last year is that any 
work or construction that requires an 
inspection needs to obtain a permit 
from the Town as well as a permit from 
the State Construction Industries 
Division (CID).  Although this is an 
extra step that has been added for 
some projects, this really is not a 
complicated process. If CID 
inspections are required, failure to 
obtain a building permit from CID (if a 
permit is required) prior to starting, 
work could result in delays, a penalty 
from Mesilla and a penalty issued by 
the state. If you would like further 
information and assistance with the 
permit requirements, please call Larry 
at the Mesilla Town Hall prior to 
starting any construction, modification 
or repair project. 

Deadline Date for 
PZHAC Applications

PZHAC Meetings 
at 6 p.m. 

Board of Trustee 
Meetings at 6 p.m.

December 23, 2016 January 3, 2017 January 9, 2017
 January 6, 2017 January 17, 2017 January 23, 2017
January 27, 2017 February 6, 2017 February 6, 2017
February 10, 2017 February 21, 2017 February 20, 2017
February 24, 2017 March 6, 2017 March 6, 2017
March 10, 2017 March 20, 2017 March 20, 2017
March 24, 2017 April 3, 2017 April 3, 2017
April 7, 2017 April 17, 2017 April 17, 2017
April 21, 2017 May 1, 2017 May 1, 2017

May 2, 2017 May 15, 2017 May 15, 2017
May 26, 2017 June 5, 2017 May 29, 2017

PLANNING & ZONING SCHEDULE OF DEADLINES AND MEETINGS

• The appearance of your home or business might be old and worn, or
need some cosmetic work.
• Safety of walkways and areas where visitors will gather. (Are there
obstacles in walkways caused by broken concrete, overgrown tree branches or
weeds, or forgotten or misplaced household or shop items?)
• Lights or electrical outlets might be broken or defective and might not
work properly, and general repair to electrical systems may be required.
• The condition of last year’s holiday lights, luminarias, ornaments - Are
they in safe working condition and ready to install this year?
• Is it safe for someone to walk around your house or shop? (Do you have
household objects or advertising or displays that may trip or block them, or
otherwise get in their way?)
• Is there any work that needs to be done on your house or shop to make
it more inviting or comfortable (or safe) for the holidays?

Winter is Here!  HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Enrique Salas, Deputy Marshal
Lance Shepan, Deputy Marshal/
School Resource Office
Isaac Martinez, Reserve Office

Animal Control-Mesilla Town Code:
A. Any person owning or having 

charge or control of any animal 
shall keep such animal on his or 
her premises. No animal shall 



The department also received 
approval for an administration office 
at the Community Center.  The Fire 
Marshal’s Office is located there 
which includes inspections, 
investigations, prevention, EMS and 
training.  

The Fire Explorer program is also 
located within the FMO.  
Subsequently the MFD also received 
NM Fire Fund monies for this area. 

In the area of grants the department 
received funding to purchase an air 
bottle compressor station, gear 
cleaner and a washer and dryer for 

This year saw the acquisition of our

only four-legged member, Aspen.  She 
is an accelerant detection K-9 and was 
obtained through a cooperative 
agreement with State Farm 
Insurance.  All training and travel was 
covered by State Farm and Fire 
Marshal K.C. Alberg, who has been a 
K-9 handler in the past, travelled to
Maine where he and Aspen trained
together over four weeks.  Aspen is
the only fire department investigative
K-9 in the region.  She is available
upon request to any fire agency in the
state through a cooperative
agreement with the NM Fire
Marshal’s Office.  Additionally State
Farm will provide funds for annual
training and recertification for Chief
Alberg and Aspen.  Thank you State
Farm.

The year also saw the completion of 
the Public Safety Building remodeling 
project.  The Fire Department and the 
Marshal’s Office have moved back 
into the building and are enjoying the 
spacious and comfortable 
surroundings.  The year also saw the 
addition of a Fire Department 
substation at the Mesilla Valley 
Bosque State Park through a 
cooperative agreement with NM 
Energy, Minerals and Natural 
Resources Department.  NMEMNR 
provides the housing for a Type 6 
engine, commonly referred to as a 
brush truck, while the MFD provides 
the vehicle, maintenance and upkeep. 
The sub-station, Station 32, resulted 
in additional funding from the NM 
Fire Fund for operations and 
equipment.  

the newly remodeled Station 31. This 
equipment allows us to refill our own 
Self Contained Breathing Apparatus 
bottles where before we had to rely on 
county stations.  This means we keep 
our bottles ready to go at all times and 
allows for more training without 
concern for delays in refilling bottles.  
The gear cleaner and washer means 
firefighters can clean the protective 
gear and uniforms immediately 
following a fire or live fire training 
thus removing carcinogens for the 
gear instead of continuous exposure 
to our personnel.

Town of Mesilla Fire Department

Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief  
Jason Floyd, Assistant Chief
Chad Zecha, Deputy Chief
Gregory Whited, Prevention Captain
Andy Embry, Support Captain

Town of Mesilla Fire Department (523-1311)
Gabriel Gil, Lieutenant 
Max Gillis, Lieutenant  
Edward Padilla, Lieutenant 
Scott Gafford, Fire Inspector
Colter Whiting, EMT
Gale Fulte, Chaplain

Firefighters
Robert Alvidrez
Nathan Carr
Armando Gomez 
Joshua Gonzales
Umberto Manriquez

Fire Cadets: 
Laurisa Bertoldo 
Marco Chairez
Aaron Cruz
Izaak Lujan
Eric Miller
Matthew Rivera
Erika Washburn

Hose attack night training



Town of Mesilla Fire Department

• Smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 years.
• Make sure you know how old all the smoke alarms are in your home.
• To find out how old a smoke alarm is, look at the date of manufacture on the back of the
alarm; the alarm should be replaced 10 years from that date.
If you know of someone in the community that needs a smoke alarm in their home but cannot
afford one, please let us know.

THIS YEAR'S FIRE PREVENTION WEEK CAMPAIGN:

"DON'T WAIT-CHECK THE DATE

This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Don’t Wait – Check the Date! Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10 Years,” 
represents the final year of our three-year effort to educate the public about basic but essential elements of smoke 
alarm safety.
Why focus on smoke alarms three years in a row? Because NFPA’s survey data shows that the public has many 
misconceptions about smoke alarms, which may put them at increased risk in the event of a home fire. For example, 
only a small percentage of people know how old their smoke alarms are, or how often they need to be replaced.
As a result of those and related findings, we’re addressing smoke alarm replacement this year with a focus on these 
key messages:

Also clean gear performs much better in protecting

firefighters.  These improvements along with last year’s 
grant for diesel exhaust filtering equipment on the 
apparatus great goes a long way in preventing cancer in 
firefighters by lowing their exposures.
For this year we have applied for grants to improve our 
communications equipment.  Dona Ana County Is in 
the process of moving to a digital radio system and if 
this grant is approved, will allow us to operate in the 
current analog system and then with a simple 
reprogramming done in house, allow us to operate in 
the new radio environment.  The grant also includes a 
request for portable computer equipment to connect us 
to the Mesilla Valley Regional Dispatch Authority’s 
computer aided dispatch system to allow real time 
sharing of vital dispatch information and in the future, 
real time inspection updates and patient care reporting.



The Town of Mesilla was proud to
present the first annual New Mexico 
Pecan Festival the weekend of 
October 6th through the 8th of 2016, 
in the Town of Mesilla, New Mexico. 
The Town of Mesilla was a proud 
host to this event celebrating one of 
the largest agricultural commodities 
in the State of New Mexico. . . 
PECANS!
The mission was to bring people 
from all over the region to Old 
Mesilla to enjoy the beauty and rich 
history of the Mesilla Valley. The 
New Mexico Pecan Festival featured 
local and regional artisans and food 
including alcohol vendors 
representing local vineyards and 
breweries. There was a wide array of 
local and regional entertainment 
daily with a FREE Gala Dance in the 
Plaza featuring a headline act. There 
was free park and shuttle service to 
and from the event with pedi-cabs to 
make it easy to get around Mesilla, 
plus Safe Ride cab services as 
needed.

Town of Mesilla Community Programs Department

Town of Mesilla Community Programs Department (524-3262) 
 Irene E. Parra, Special Events Coordinator/Recreation Director (ext. 116)

For full calendar of events visit www.mesillanm.gov

Pilates Classes
Monday's & Thursday's 

5:00 to 5:45 
Mesilla Community Center 

Suggested Donation: $3 to $5

Argentine Tango Lessons
Tuesdays at 6:30 

Mesilla Community Center 
Cover: $5

The Town of Mesilla is also proud to 
present our very first Visitors Guide! (A 
copy of the cover is seen here to the left.) 
Featured within the guide is information 
on history, day trips, listing of merchants 
including restaurants, shops and hotels, as 
well as a Calendar of Events for 2017. 
Copies are available at town hall in the 
visitors center. 

The Town of Mesilla saw it's very first 
commercial produced and aired on 
Comcast last year and a new commericial 
has been produced and airing on Time 
Warner Cable. 

The coming year will see another Summer 
Music Series in the plaza, along with the 
ever popular Food Truck Fiestas and 
Halloween Carnival! For a full Calendar of 
Events or other promotional videos visit: 
www.mesillanmgov

I will continue to work vigorously to 
ensure that we are offering the best events 
and recreation options and will also 
continue to make tourism the number one 
priority in the department, for the overall 
success of the Town.awards & Recognitions

• 2013/2014 Official Best Vacation Getaway 
    National Official Best of   

•2016 Top 6 Best Historic Plazas in New Mexico 
  Only in your state  

The Official VisiTOrs Guide - 2016/17

T O W N O F M E S I L L A

 N  E  W  M  E  X  I C  O

C apture I t !

Christmas Eve 
Lighting of the 
Luminarias 

Sat. Dec. 24th
5:30pm to 7:30pm on the 

Historic plaza

Big Band Dance Classes
Thursday's 

6:00 to 10:00 
Mesilla Community Center 

Suggested Donation: $3 to $5

  Contra Dance Lessons
Third Friday of the month 
Mesilla Community Center 

5:30 to 11:00

•2015 Top 10 Small Towns to visit 
  Culture Trip (International Online Magazine)  

•2016 Best Travel Destination (On a Budget) 
  USA Today  



Town of Mesilla Public Works Department

Debbie Lujan, Public Works Director (ext. 103)
New Mexico Gas Company 24-Hour Emergency Number
1-888- NM-GAS-CO (1-888-664-2726)
Zia Natural Gas Company - 575-526-4427 or 800-453-5546

Public Works Staff: 
Danny Dominguez     Brian Romero
Gary Garrison             Dorothy Villa
Jose Gonzales

Town of Mesilla Public Works Department (524-3262)
On Call Emergency Number (24/7): 650-8830

Public Works Department would like to
welcome Dorothy Villa, Custodial/
Maintenance I to our team.  In the 
short time Ms. Villa has been with us, 
she has been a team player, hard 
worker, detailed, focused, fast learner 
& reliable employee.

***Awards Received***
American Council Engineers 
Companies Award for the Plaza Gazebo 
submitted by Molzen Corbin.

2016 NM Infrastructure Finance 
Conference Best Practice Awards 
Transportation for permeable concrete 
project on Calle de Parian/Tercera and 
Calle de Guadalupe/Correo submitted 
by NMDOT. 

***Grants Received***
Water Trust Board grant/loan to install 
the remainder of the Automated Meter 
Reading (AMR) and water lines. The 
digital smart water meter will improve 
low flow accuracy, detect leaks, high 
flow, detailed account analysis as low 
as 1 minute and resolution better than 
1/10 gallon on residential meters. 
February 2011 the Town of Mesilla

***Gas Leak: How to Recognize 
a Suspected Leak***
Using your sense of sight, sound 
and smell will help you recognize a 
suspected leak.  Here’s what you 
should look for:
Sight - Natural gas is colorless, but 
vapor and “ground frosting” may be 
visible at high pressures. A gas leak 
may also be indicated by bubbles in 
wet or flooded areas, district 
patches of dad vegetation, dust 
blowing from a hole in the ground 
or flames if the leak is ignited.

Sound - A hissing or roaring noise 
along the right-of-way of a pipeline 
could also indicate a natural gas 
leak.

Smell - Natural gas is odorless.  
Before it is delivered to your home, 
mercaptan is added which gives the 
gas a Sulphur or “rotten egg” smell 
to help detect leaks.  If the gas is 
from an underground leak, the 
odorant may be filtered out by the 
ground.

***PROTECT THE 4 "P"S!***
 People
•Check on the elderly and those who may have functional or access needs to make sure that they have sufficient warmth to
get them through the cold weather
Pets
•During extremely cold weather, pets should be kept indoors.
Pipes
•While pipes generally do not freeze until the temperature drops into the 20s, pipes exposed to windy areas could
experience cracking.
•Be sure that pipes are properly insulated, wrap newspaper or clothes around outside faucets, or in cold areas of homes.
Let sensitive faucets run at a slow drip to allow for water to move, which helps prevent freezing.
•If you think a pipe might be frozen (you open a tap and no water comes out), don't take any chances, call a plumber and
leave your tap open until they arrive.
Plants

•Plants should be covered on cold nights with fabric to help keep them somewhat insulated during a freeze.

***Cold Weather Precautions***

experienced extreme cold weather 
causing several pipes to freeze and 
bust.  Please remember to leave your 
faucets dripping during freezing 
temperatures to prevent pipes from 
freezing.  During cold weather please 
follow the following 4 P’s listed in the 
box below.

Local Government Road Fund Phase I 
& II Calle de Santa Ana road 
reconstruction. Phase I will begin in 
December 2016 and Phase II 
immediately afterwards 
($127,840.00).

Capital Outlay Phase I & II 
Wastewater Collection on McDowell 
Road, to tie into existing collection 
system, which includes design and 
construction ($400,000.00).

Ensure Your Safety Call NM 811 
BEFORE YOU DIG Before you start 
any excavation activity on your 
property, you are required by state law 
to call 811 or 1-800-321-2537 at least 
2 business days before digging.  



Board of Trustees 
Nora L. Barraza 
Mayor
 Stephanie Johnson-
Burick
Mayor Pro-tem 
Jesus Caro, Jr. 
Trustee
Carlos Arzabal 
Trustee
Linda Flores Trustee

Planning, Zoning & 
Historical 
Appropriateness 
Commission 
Russell Hernandez
Yolanda Lucero 
Tamara McLeod   
Gerard Nevarez
Roman Prieto

Town of Mesilla
P.O. Box 10 
Mesilla, NM 88046
(575) 524-3262
www.mesillanm.gov
www.facebook.com/oldmesilla

town of  Mesilla Board of trustees
 and Planning & Zoning CoMMission

Attention Veterans

Come by Town Hall to pick up your 
copy of the Town of Mesilla's first 
official Visitors Guide, featuring 

Restaurants, Shops, History... and 
more! 

VISITORS GUIDE

ATTENTION RESIDENTS

File your claims with the DAV at Mesilla Town Hall

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Mesilla Town Hall Conference Room   

Due to limited staff there is NOT a secretary on 
duty at the Public Safety building. The best way 
to reach an officer for non-emergency incidences 
or report requests is by calling Central Dispatch: 

(575) 526-0795
Select Option 6

For all emergencies OR when in doubt: CALL 911

DIAL- A- RIDE
Dial-a-ride is a paratransit service that provides origin to 
destination on-demand transportation service to qualified 
individuals with disabilities as defined by Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). Fares are $2.00 for each one-way 
trip. You may call (575)541-2777 for more information or 
to request a service. 




